Welcome to Primary! 



The “first few days of school” is a great milestone for your child and I understand that you and your child may have met these days with excitement or apprehension (or a little of both). I hope that this letter will help you to know what to expect in primary this year and answer any questions you may have. I would like to take this time to introduce myself. My name is Deanna Gibson. I am excited to be working with your child this year and helping him/her to achieve his/her full potential. Throughout the remainder of this letter, I will share some of my beliefs and classroom policies.

Parent/Teacher Relationship

I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum school success. Throughout the year I will communicate with you as much as possible. Students will have a black take-home folder in which I will put any notes or reminders as well as all of your student’s work. This folder is to be returned each day and you may also use it to send me any notes as well. I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns. You can send me a note, email or call me at school (493-5164). 

School Attendance

Your child’s regular and prompt attendance at school is crucial to his/her success. I can’t emphasize this point enough!!! Most primary learning activities are group oriented and involve interaction with classmates. Therefore, it is next to impossible to make up work at home. Please view school as a priority, and see to it that your child attends everyday except in cases of illness or emergency. If your child is going to be absent please call Westmount School Safe Arrival Program at 493-5169.

Before/After School

When your child arrives in the morning they are to remain outside until the bell rings. When the bell rings they are to line up and wait for the teacher to pick them up. After school, students who get picked up will meet parents outside in the same area they were in the morning. For the safety of your child and all the children at Westmount, we ask that you drop them off and pick them up outside the building. If for any reason you need to enter the school, we ask that you please enter through the doors by the office and let the secretary know who you are and which child you are picking up. This helps alleviate any confusion between staff and visiting adults in the building. 

Outdoor Recess

The children will be going out for recess everyday unless it is raining or the temperature is extremely cold. Please keep this in mind when helping your child select clothing for the day. For the most part, if your child is well enough to be at school, he/she is well enough to participate in outdoor recess, if dressed appropriately. However, on those occasions when you feel it is best for your child to stay indoors, please send a written note and I will make arrangements for your child to do so.

Money

On occasion it will be necessary for your child to bring money to school. Always send money in a sealed envelope with the following information written on it:

· 1 Your child’s first and last name.

· 2 The amount of money.

· 3 The purpose for the money (book money, canteen money, picture money, etc.).

· 4 My name.

Book Orders

Your child will be bringing home a form to order books about once a month. If you wish to order, simply fill out the form and send the correct amount of money or a check made out to the book company in an envelope. These orders are provided as a convenient way for parents to buy quality books for their child at a low price. As an added bonus, for every dollar that is spent on books, I earn bonus points that are used to purchase books for classroom use. This is a win-win situation because you get quality literature at a low price and you are helping to provide quality literature for the classroom. Of course, you are never under any obligation to order.

Snack

All students are required to have their own snacks (something to eat and drink) and will eat their snacks in the classroom after returning form recess daily.                               

PLEASE NOTE: 


Westmount School is a peanut smart school.  There are children within the school that have serious allergies to peanuts and therefore are strongly restricted from being in the classroom.
I would like to say that I am looking forward to a great year working with your child and providing him/her with the best educational experience possible. Thank you in advance for your support throughout the year!!!

Sincerely,

Ms. Gibson

